
 

 

 

CI Earth™ delivers interactive mapping for forests and communities across Africa  

Helveta mapping technology profiled in detail by BBC Radio  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oxford, United Kingdom, 9 October, 2007: 

¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ IŜƭǾŜǘŀΩǎ /L 9ŀǊǘƘϰ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŎŀǊǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀǇǇlication to produce online maps for 

sharing by communities, NGOs and private companies in the forest sector has been profiled in depth 

by BBC Radio on two of its flagship programs. 

CI Earth consists of three core components:  a handheld based data capture application; a 

ruggedized touch screen PDA for field data gathering and an online environment for map sharing.  

/L 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ Řŀǘŀ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǳǎŜǊǎ ǘƻ configure their own icons and icon definitions, 

and define the decision trees for capturing data types. The data capture interface can be graphics, 

text or numeric based and is used to capture reference-able data points such as GPS, RFID and 

barcode IDs. The CI Earth interface can be entirely end-user configured and allows users to define 

exactly which information they want gazetted and included on maps specific to their needs. 

The touch screen interface enables easy selection of relevant icons while the PDA is put to use in 

challenging environments such as deep forest or remote locations. 

The CI Earth online map sharing environment allows users to export data points and associated icons 

to GIS products ς ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 9{wLΩǎ !ǊŎ±ƛŜǿ ς ƻǊ DŜƻ²Ŝō ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ DƻƻƎƭŜϰ 9ŀǊǘƘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ 

maps can be readily printed and viewed by users. CI Earth also enables the online sharing of maps 

among communities over the web, allowing users to view and query maps produced so that all 

stakeholders sharing resources in a given area of the globe can have visibility on the same data.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helveta is featured on the BBC World Service 

tǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ψ5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ tƭŀƴŜǘΩΣ ŀƛǊŜŘ on Tuesday 9th 

October, 2007. The programme will feature the 

icon-driven GPS handheld devices developed by 

Helveta and used by indigenous communities in 

Northern Congo to help map their land and sensitive resources. The programme will be aired on the 

World Service at 12:30pm, 4:30pm, 8:30pm and at 12:30am on Wednesday 10th October. 

Alternatively, it will be available to download from Tuesday for one week. Visit the BBC News web 

site for more information: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/4849402.stm. 

¢ƘŜ ŦƭŀƎǎƘƛǇ ../ bŜǿǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ΨCǊƻƳ hǳǊ hǿƴ /ƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΩ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ IŜƭǾŜǘŀΩǎ 

technology by the Mbendjele tribe in Congo. This programme was broadcast on Sunday 6th October, 

2007 on BBC Radio 4. It is still available for download from the BBC web site. Click here for more 

information: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/from_our_own_correspondent/7028445.stm 

CI Earth has been deployed worldwide for use in the Timber and Food Production industries. In 

Africa CI Earth is live in Nigeria, Central African Republic, Republic of Congo and Cameroon. 

 For information on an upcoming CI Earth deployment in Cameroon, visit 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/Files/kfile/Background%20Helvetas%20Project.doc  

For information on CI Earth in Nigeria, visit 

http://www.t4cd.org/About/News/Pages/Newmonitoringtechnologysupportsconservationandcomm

unityrightsinNigeria%E2%80%99sAfiForestComplex.aspx 

 

About Helveta 

IŜƭǾŜǘŀ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ нллп ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /L ²ƻǊƭŘϰ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳΦ /L ²ƻǊƭŘ 

is a unique technology providing fully auditable traceability and chain of custody control for 

extended supply chains in the Timber and Food production sectors. CI World and its components ς 

¢ǊŀŎ9ƭƛǘŜϰ ŀƴŘ /L 9ŀǊǘƘϰ - have won a number of awards as innovate and unique technologies for 

the timber sector. For example, recently being named winner of the Environmental Achievement 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/4849402.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/from_our_own_correspondent/7028445.stm
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http://www.t4cd.org/About/News/Pages/NewmonitoringtechnologysupportsconservationandcommunityrightsinNigeria%E2%80%99sAfiForestComplex.aspx
http://www.t4cd.org/About/News/Pages/NewmonitoringtechnologysupportsconservationandcommunityrightsinNigeria%E2%80%99sAfiForestComplex.aspx


Award by the UK Timber Trades Journal ς see: 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/anthropology/news.htm 

IŜƭǾŜǘŀΩǎ ǇǊƻǇǊƛŜǘŀǊȅ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƛǎ ŎƻǇyright protected and has a number of process patents 

pending. CI World, TracElite and CI Earth are trademarks of the Company and registered worldwide. 

Helveta is privately held. 

All images © Dr. Jerome Lewis.  

For further information, please contact:  

Helen Hayward ς t: +44 1235 838558 e: helen.hayward@helveta.com 
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